Opening Image: Zeke Williams is a young man with no discernible plan for his future. Having been contacted by the Author, a modern-day seer with a mysterious reputation for providing answers to life's most challenging questions, Zeke has made an appointment to meet the Author and have two specific questions answered. 

Zeke = "an untethered balloon" - "big, dark smudge on his life" - Kerry's idea of the opening image: Zeke standing there, opening the summons, maybe even with a grin on his face (maybe the first real grin he's felt in a long time) – this opening image speaks to Zeke’s promise, and promise (and meeting that promise) is what this story is all about at its heart

Set up: Zeke has relocated to Cleveland, OH, where the Author's office is located. Zeke lives in a tiny, one-bedroom apartment and works as a courier (he hates both home and job), and has decided that his meeting with the Author will change both of the circumstances.

Theme Stated: Despite the idea of a "man behind the curtain" Who can fix all of life's problems for you, the future, is in fact, unwritten.

Catalyst: Zeke arrives for his appointment, only to find that the Author is absent, and his office has been recently vacated.

Debate: Zeke has spent the last year of his life preparing for this meeting, and hasn't done anything to better himself, other than obsessing over the two questions he is allowed to ask the Author.  He can either walk away now, or seek the answers he needs.

Break into two: and chance discovery prompts Zeke to take matters into his own hands. Zeke flees  the Author's office in the beginning of a string of hard choices.

B Story:

The promise of the premise: after escaping back to his apartment, Zeke receives a phone call, offering him another opportunity to meet with the Author. A driver is sent to pick him up, and he is delivered to an abandoned warehouse on the end of town.

Midpoint: Zeke enters the warehouse, and finally meets the Author. All is not what it appears to be, and the changing landscape (literally, and figuratively) surprises him.

Bad guy closes in: Ira, the Author, reveals his true purpose, and shatters Zeke's expectations for their encounter. Zeke learns he was never supposed to meet with the author in the first place.

All is lost/Dark night of the soul: Zeke is offered a choice that is far different from his expectations. At the core of this decision lies a simple truth: the future is for Zeke to decide.

Finale: having opted NOT to take the Author's offer for a new life, Zeke decides he will determine his own fate. The Author is pleased by this, and departs with a smile.

Final image: the Author returns Zeke to the warehouse, with a departing message: I'll be in touch.

